
Lorraine Rimer directed the 
choirs. Janet Sikkink accom-
panied at the piano while 
Larry Sederstom narrated 
between musical selections. 
The congregation departed 
singing Joy to the World. Af-
terwards, everyone enjoyed 
a Christmas cookie fellow-
ship time. 

The combined adult and 
childrenõs choirs of FPC 
presented its annual Christ-
mas Concert on Sunday 
evening, December 18th. 
Despite temperatures well 
below zero, the event at-
tracted an attendance of 
nearly 90 hearty FPC mem-
bers and local guests. The 

program entitled, Light of 
Bethlehem, told the Christ-
mas story through music 
and featured soloist Eliza-
beth Sikkink and the chil-
drenõs choir singing One 
Starry Night along with sev-
eral recitations. The pro-
gram was led by Carol 
Dybvig. Monte Dybvig and 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR  CONCERT 

ANNUAL  CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING 

It is a memberõs duty to 
make every effort to attend 
our one annual congrega-
tional meeting. Our by-laws 
have determine that meet-
ing to be held on the fourth 
Monday of January. This 
year, we will meet on Mon-
day, January 23rd at 7:00 
PM. Business to be trans-

acted is predetermined to 
be the receiving of reports, 
the approval of budgets, and 
the election of officers. Al-
though no new business 
maybe acted upon, new 
business can be brought in 
the form of directives to the 
various ruling bodies to 
consider and bring back at a 

later meeting for congrega-
tional action. Our quorum 
is 20% of the local resident 
communicant membership. 
The meeting usually lasts 
about one hour and is fol-
lowed by a time of fellow-
ship with donuts and cider. 
We do hope you make plans 
to attend. 
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SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 

INTEREST : 

¶ On December 3rd, WIC 
held its annual Christmas 
brunch at the home of 
Kathy Kendall. 

¶ FPC hosted the Harvest 
Christian Schoolõs annual 
Christmas program on 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 
4th. The event attracted 
about 250 parents and 
children. 

¶ The office manager will 
need all committee and 
ministry reports for the 
Congregation Meeting on 
Jan. 23rd. in her office 
by Sunday, Jan. 8th, in 
order to prepare the an-
nual 2016 report.  
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sword. Her feet go down to death; her steps 
follow the path to Sheol; she does not ponder 
the path of life; her ways wander, and she 
does not know it.ó His counsel to his son is 
direct: òKeep your way far from her, and do 
not go near the door of her houseó (Pro. 5:3-
7). 

But the father is not finished. In chapter 7 he 
takes his son out on the streets and into the 
dark allies just to observe. He calls attention 
to the sultry ways of the òforbidden 
womanóñher provocative dress (10), her 
boisterous behavior (11), and her habitual 
wandering (12). She throws herself at weak 
and unwary men enticing them with her for-
bidden fruits (13-21). Seeing how the trap is 
set, the son then witnesses how easily the 
simple minded, òa young man lacking sense,ó 
can fall into her net. òAll at once he follows 
her, as an ox goes to the slaughter, or as a 
stag is caught fast till an arrow pierces its 
liver; as a bird rushes into a snare; he does 
not know that it will cost him his lifeó (22-
23). Indeed, such unguarded and undisci-
plined behaviors are corrosive to the soul. 

This fatherly counsel is true wisdom. He 
seeks to preserve his son from the òevil 
womanó by cautioning him about mere out-
ward appearances: òDo not desire her beauty 
in your heartó or òdo not let her capture you 
with her eyelashesó (Pro. 6:24-25). Rather, 
godliness with contentment is great gain. The 

One of the saddest and most devastating 
outcomes of this modern secular age is the 
utter breakdown of sexual propriety. For 
women and children in particular, the 
world has become exceedingly dangerous. 
On the one hand, the sexual revolution 
along with its handmaiden, feminism, has 
argued against sexual restraint. On the 
other, it is woman who are most victimized 
as the predatory male is unleashed. We live 
in a day akin to that of Jeremiah who said, 
òWere they ashamed when they committed 
abomination? No, they were not at all 
ashamed; they did not know how to 
blush?ó (Jer. 8:12; cf. 6:15). 

To be sure, human sexuality is Godõs good 
gift for the joy of marriage, the preserva-
tion of the race, and the raising of a godly 
seed. In fact, Hebrews says, òLet marriage 
be held in honor among all, and let the 
marriage bed [literally sexual intercourse] 
be undefiledó (Heb. 13:4). Yet in a fallen 
world, it is skewed like everything else. 

Proverbs is thus not silent on the subject, 
particularly in its counsel to young men. In 
the early chapters, a father warns his son 
with respect to the luring devises of òa for-
bidden woman.ó Though she is indeed ap-
pealingñher lips drip honey and òher 
speech is smoother than oilóñher designs 
are deadly to the soul. òIn the end she is 
bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged 

vision of the virtuous woman in 
Proverbs 31 is the ideal to seek. 
The father tells his son, òLet your 
fountain be blessed and rejoice in 
the wife of your youth, a lovely 
deer, a graceful doe. Let her 
breasts fill you at all times with 
delight; be intoxicated always in 
her loveé.For a manõs ways are 
before the LORD, and he pon-
ders all his pathsó (Pro. 5:17-21). 

These things, of course, slice both 
ways, and the cautions must be 
heard by both sexes. For the seri-
ousness of sexual sins lies in their 
assault on Godõs design for mar-
riage and family. Any time we 
depart from such things, we mock 
Godõs good gifts and put our souls 
in jeopardy. 
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SCHEDULE OF 

EVENTS 

¶ 1ñCommunion Sunday; Soup & Sand-
wich Lunch, 11:15 AM; New Years Day 

¶ 3ñWIC Bible Study, 1:30 PM 

¶ 4, 11, 18, 25ñRelease Time; Dinner-
for-a-Dollar, 6 PM; Covenant Kids & 

Youth Fellowship, 6:30 PM 

¶ 8ñSoup & Sandwich Lunch, 11:15 
AM; Trustee Meeting, 1:15 AM 

¶ 9ñSession Meeting, 7 PM 

¶ 15ñSoup & Sandwich Lunch, 11:15 
AM 

¶ 16-20ñPastor teaches at Mokahum 

Ministry Center 

¶ 22ñSoup & Sandwich Lunch, 11:15 

AM 

¶ 23ñAnnual Congregational Meeting, 7 
PM 

¶ 27-28ñPresbytery of the Siouxlands 

meets in Watertown, SD 

¶ 29ñCold-Days-Hot-Chili Cookoff, 
11:15 AM 

¶ 3-4ñLõAbri Conference, Rochester, 

MN 

JANUARY  2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 



PASTOR  K EVIN  T O  

T EACH  ON  THE  

D OCTRINE  OF THE  

CHURCH  

 

D URING  THE WEEK OF 

JANUARY  16-20, 

PASTOR KEVIN WILL BE 

TEACHING  A COURSE 

ON  ECCLESIOLOGY OR 

THE D OCTRINE  OF THE 

CHURCH  AT  THE 

MOKAHUM  M INISTRY 

CENTER IN  BEMIDJI, 

MN.  

 

T HE COURSE WILL 

INCLUDE ABOUT  22 

HOURS OF CLASS 

INSTRUCTION  AND  

DISCUSSION ON  FIVE 

MAJOR TOPICS: THE 

CHURCHõS MATTER, 

MANAGEMENT, MARKS, 

MISSION, AND  MODEL. 

O UTSIDE CLASS 

ASSIGNMENTS WILL 

INCLUDE READINGS 

AND  WRITTEN  

REFLECTIONS ON  SUCH 

BOOKS AS EPHESIANS, 1-

2 C ORINTHIANS , AND  1 

JOHN .  

 

H E IS THANKFUL  FOR 

THE INVITATION  AND  

OPPORTUNITY  

EXTENDED FROM THE 

REV. BILL CARR, 

MTWõS MISSIONARY 

SERVING N ATIVE 

AMERICANS AT  

MOKAHUM . 

On Wednesday evening, 
December 18th, the Cove-
nant Kids and Youth Fellow-
ship were joined by some of 
FPCõs adult members to go 
Christmas caroling. The 
merry carolers loaded up 
into four vans and made 
their way to the homes of 
Ken and Marge Hawkinson, 
and Jim and Joyce Rypkema 
of Pine City, before return-
ing to Hinckley and the home 
of Dale and Marlene Gray. 
The planet Venus was loom-
ing brilliantly in the south-
west sky and directed the 

carolers much like the star of 
old led wise men from the 
east to worship the new born 
king. Upon return to the 
church there was hot choco-

late and a variety of Christmas 
cookies awaiting the enthusi-
astic crew. They are pictured 
above, each ready to devour 
their favorite selection. 

ing relation-
ship with 
the Hinck-
ley public 
schools. For 
decades, we 
have hosted 
a release 
time pro-
gram where 
children, 

upon parental permission, 
may be released from school 

Over the years, we have been 
blessed to have a good work-

to attend a Bible class. Fifteen 
children are pictured with 
their teachers Ginnie Rootkie 
and Lorraine Rimer during 
their Christmas party on De-
cember 21st. FPC also con-
tracts with the school to pro-
vide bus transportation. Bus 
driver Doug Mazer from St. 
Paul Lutheran is pictured in 
the back row. Emma Puetz, 
pictured right, is one of our 
enthusiastic students. 

COVENANT  K IDS GO  CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

RELEASE T IME K IDS CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 

JOIN  U S FOR H OT  SOUP THIS COLD  JANUARY  

Cook-off. 

Here is how it all works. Four 
to five people are asked to 
bring a pot of homemade 
soup on a particular Sunday. 
You may sign up for one or 
more Sundays on the sign-up 
sheet in the foyer. Everyone 
else is asked to bring a plate 
of sandwiches, crackers and 
cheese, chips, desert, or some 
other item to share. Then 

enjoy the fellowship! 

On January 29th, we will 
hold our Chili Cook-off. 
Medals will be awarded for 
first, second, and third place 
by popular and secret vote. 
There will also be something 
òblandó for the faint of palate

J This has been very popular 
at FPC over the years. We 
hope you will join us for 
lunch again this January. 

So, what do Minnesotans do 
during the coldest month of 
year? The answer is, eat soup! 
That, at least, is what we do 
at FPC. Itõs been our tradition 
for over 20 years to host a 
soup and sandwich lunch after 
church each Sunday during 
the month of January. The 
last Sundayñand the grand 
finaleñhas been appointed 
for our Cold-Days-Hot-Chili 
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What is Man? Communion with 
Christ and His Bride 

When I began these mediations on What is 
Man? last February, I noted how John Cal-
vin had regarded the knowledge of God 
and the knowledge of man to be the sum 
of òtrue and sound wisdom.ó Later, John 
Owen would add to these òthe skill to 
walk in communion with God.ó If this is 
correct, and I believe it is, then any right 
understanding of what it means to be hu-
man must include how we relate to the 
divine. In other words, human beings 
were created to be in communion with 
God. Such communion was never in-
tended for animals, plants, or the inani-
mate creation. Only people as the crown 
of Godõs creation would enjoy intimacy 
with their creator. 

Although that is still true in principle, 
communion with God has been shattered 
by the fall. As a result, all humanity lost 
the joy and privilege of communion with 
God and is consequently under the curse 
of sin and subsequent judgment. Thus 
humans grope in the dark while experi-
menting with spiritualities hoping to find 
some transcendent meaning to life. And 
though as humans we still bear the mark of 
Godõs image, albeit gravely distorted, 
apart from Godõs grace we have no ade-
quate knowledge of the creator or saving 
fellowship with him. Thus our humanity 
is, at present, perverted and incomplete. 

It is Godõs purpose, however, in his plan 
of redemption to restore this lost com-
munion. The offer of new life and forgive-
ness received by grace through faith in the 
atoning work of Jesus Christ is the gospel. 
It is through the embrace of this gospel in 
our hearts by faith that we are united to 
Christ and restoration of this broken fel-
lowship begins (Gal. 2:19-20). However, 
it was never the Lordõs intention that this 
renewed communion be merely an indi-
vidualistic endeavorñjust between Jesus 
and me. Rather, communion with God 
implies communityñor, the communion of 
the saints. As the Lord God has said, òIt is 
not good that the man should be 
aloneó (Gen. 2:18). This is more than just 
saying that human beings are social crea-
tures. Rather, to be fully human means to 

join our hearts with others who are united 
to Christ and enjoy communion with God 
together. In other words, our communion 
with God is also a corporate matter lived 
out in the context of the church and not 
just in the privacy of our own hearts.  

Last spring, our Reformed Bible Confer-
ence featured the theme, Communion with 
God: Trinitarian Fellowship and the Means of 
Grace. It was our intention to show that 
our relationship with God is a relationship 
with each individual person of the God-
head. For example, Paulõs remarkable 
blessing upon the church reads, òThe grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
[the Father], and the fellowship [or com-
munion] of the Holy Spirit be with you 
alló (2 Cor. 13:14). However, we went a 
step further in order to explore how this 
communion is enjoyed in the context of 
the church. Here was considered the three 
primary means of graceñthose conduits, 
if you will, through which Godõs regen-
erative and renewing grace flows. Before 
the fall, humanityõs fellowship was direct 
and uninhibited. òAnd they heard the 
sound of the LORD God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the dayó (Gen. 3:8a). 
In sin, however, òthe man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the 
LORD God among the trees of the gar-
denó (Gen. 3:8b). Ever since, sin has cre-
ated an insurmountable rift (Isa. 59:2) and 
only through the redeeming love of the 
Father through Christ may people enjoy 
fellowship, and that through Godõs ap-
pointed means. 

The means I speak of are the word, the 
sacraments, and prayer. The ministry of 
the word in the life of the church is first 
and foremost. Through the preaching of 
the word of God we hear the gospel of 
salvation through Christ. Faith is subse-
quently generated in the heart through this 
means: òFaith come from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of 
Christó (Rom. 10:9). If faith is born of 
preaching, it is also enriched and devel-
oped through preaching. Jesus said, 
òSanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truthó (John 17:17). Peter furthermore 
insisted, òLike newborn infants, long for 
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 

grow up into salvationó (1 Pet. 2:2). It is 
the word of God that brings us into com-
munion with God and thus each other. 
Next, the sacraments, and particularly the 
Lordõs Supper, are means of communing 
with our Triune God. In fact, the Lordõs 
Supper is also called communion. Paul said, 
òThis cup of blessing that we bless, is it 
not a participation [literally communion or 
fellowship] in the blood of Christ? The 
bread that we break, is it not a participa-
tion [communion or fellowship] in the 
body of Christ?ó (1 Cor. 10:16). Whatõs 
more, the Lordõs Supper is a celebration 
done always in company with other be-
lievers. Perhaps there is no greater poten-
tial of intimate communion with Godñ
Father, Son, and Holy Spiritñthan in 
those moments when we break bread to-
gether, remembering Christõs death until 
he comes. Finally there is prayer. In the 
first two, the Lord comes and meets with 
us. In prayer, we are granted the privilege 
to come and meet with him. Yet in each 
case there is a communing. Prayer is the 
gift of God whereby, through Jesus as our 
great high priest, we may òwith confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of needó (Heb. 4:16). 

The author of Hebrews insisted on the 
propriety of Christian fellowship when he 
said that we must òconsider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day draw-
ing nearó (Heb. 10:23-24). It is in the 
meeting together that we share the means 
of grace and join in common communion 
with God. The Apostle John was clear 
when he said, òThat which we have seen 
and heard we proclaim also to you, so that 
you too may have fellowship [communion] 
with us; and indeed our fellowship 
[communion] is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christó (1 John 1:3). The 
means by which we commune with God is 
through the means of grace and the fellow-
ship of the churchñthings we must not 
forsake. As we join in communion with 
Christ and his bride through the means of 
grace, we will begin once again to dis-
cover our true humanity. 
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Christmas Eve is special at 
FPC. Over the years, we have 
enjoyed hosting our annual 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service which includes Scrip-
ture read-
ings, carol 
singing, 
musical 
selections, 
a Christ-
mas devo-
tional, and 

the lighting can-
dles to illustrate 
Jesus the Light of 
the World. 

Music this year 
was brought by 
FPCõs choir sing-
ing, Still. Alex 
Carr played a piano rendition 
of Away in a Manger for the 
Prelude. Monte Dybvig sang 
Be Thou My Vision with a 
Christmas accent to it. 
Lorraine Rimer told to 

Christmas story to 
children along with 
the song, Whatcha 
Gonna Call Him. Pas-
tor Kevin spoke on 
the Magi and the 
Star. Elizabeth Sik-
kink gave a stunning 
presentation of O 

Holy Night. The eve-
ning concluded with 
the congregation sing-
ing, Silent Night. 

Christmas was on a 
Sunday this year, so 
we were back in 
church for the Lordõs 

Day worship. Below, some of 
our children sang a special 
selection during the morning 
worship. 

new born Christ child were 
to be found. Incidentally, the 
living manger scene also in-
cluded a two week old baby. 
The whole event was impres-
sive with a very authentic 
òfeeló to it. Each traveler was 
given a bag of coins to pur-
chase period food items and 
crafts in the market place. 
Tax collectors pilfered the 
merchantõs purses. Little beg-
gar children pleaded for alms. 
Roman soldiers kept order 
and controlled passage to the 

On Saturday evening, De-
cember 3rd, a group of 17 
journeyed to Spooner, WI to 
visit Bethlehem. Each year, 
Ginnie Rootkie arranges a 
different seasonal event. This 
year, she learned of the Cor-
nerstone Churchõs ministry of 
creating Bethlehemõs busy 
market place, which also in-
cluded a visit to the shep-
herdõs field, the angelic an-
nouncement, and the stable 
where Mary, Joseph, and the 

òhill countryó where shep-
herds tended their live ani-
mals and a blacksmith demon-
strated his craft. The appear-
ance of the angel was sudden, 
dramatic, and unexpected 
which gave his visitation a 
sense of realism. The climax, 
of course, was the manger 
where the gospel was clearly 
and winsomely presented. 
During dinner at a local 
Spooner restaurant, all agreed 
that event was well done and 
well worth the travel. 

CAROLS AND  CANDLES LIGHT  U P CHRISTMAS EVE 

FPC GROUP V ISITS BETHLEHEM 

SIOUXLANDS  PRESBYTERY TO  MEET IN  W ATERTOWN , SD 

Ramkota Best Western in 
Watertown, SD on Friday 
and Saturday, Jan. 27-28. 
Presbytery is concerned pri-
marily with the status of min-

isters, and the health and well
-being of Presbytery 
churches. Other business will 
also be transacted in behalf of 
Presbytery. 

Pastor Kevin, RE Wayne 
Golly, and perhaps one other 
elder will be attending the 
winter meeting of Siouxlands 
Presbytery to be held at the 
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PONDERING  THE  

N EW  Y EAR  

 

òFOR  EVERYTHING 

THERE IS A  SEASON,  

AND  A  TIME FOR 

EVERY MATTER 

UNDER HEAVEN:   

 

A  TIME TO  BE BORN,  

AND  A  TIME TO  DIE; 

A TIME TO  PLANT,  

AND  A  TIME TO  

PLUCK UP WHAT  IS 

PLANTED; 

A  TIME TO  KILL,  AND  

A TIME TO  HEAL; 

A TIME TO  BREAK 

DOWN ,  AND  A TIME 

TO  BUILD UP; 

A TIME TO  WEEP,  

AND  A  TIME TO  

LAUGH ; 

A TIME TO  MOURN , 

AND  A  TIME TO  

DANCE; 

A TIME TO  CAST 

AWAY  STONES,  AND  

A TIME TO  GATHER 

STONES TOGETHER; 

A TIME TO  EMBRACE,  

AND  A  TIME TO  

REFRAIN FROM 

EMBRACING;   

A TIME TO  SEEK,  

AND  A  TIME TO  LOSE; 

A TIME TO  KEEP,  

AND  A  TIME TO  CAST 

AWAY ;  

A TIME TO  TEAR,  

AND  A  TIME TO  SEW;   

A TIME TO  KEEP 

SILENCE,  AND  A TIME 

TO  SPEAK; 

A TIME TO  LOVE;  

AND  A  TIME TO  

HATE; 

A TIME FOR WAR , 

AND  A  TIME FOR 

PEACEé. 

 

H E HAS MADE 

EVERYTHING 

BEAUTIFUL IN  ITS 

TIME.  ALSO HE HAS 

PUT ETERNITY INTO  

MANõS HEART.ó 

 

ECCLES.  3:1-11 




